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HOW TO USE THE “BEBOP BIBLE”

The “Bebop Bible” will solve two of the most common problems among musicians. 1) The lack of a strong

musical vocabulary (licks, patterns, etc.) and 2) How to connect the ideas into smooth solos once they have
been memorized. |

You will notice that the book not only contains melodic ideas to be played over individual chords (major, minor,

and dominant) but also a great number of larger musical sentences for chord progressions (i.e., [Im7 V7 Imaj7
and turn arounds. 1.e., Ima)7 VI7 [Im7 V7.)

All the 1deas are categorized into sections for easy reference and also the starting note (in interval notation) for
every idea 1s given (root, 3rd, 5th, 7th, etc.). This will enable you to use the ideas more quickly in your playing.

One way to give our solos continuity is to memorize musical sentences. The next step is to connect these sen-
tences 1nto paragraphs. Here’s how we do it. In the IIm7 V7 Imaj7 section of the book the melodic ideas are
grouped according to the starting note of the IIm7 chord (the root of a Dm7 chord is D, the b3rdis F, the 5th is
A, etc.). Also notice that the note the IIm7 V7 (Dm7 G7) resolves to when it reaches the Imaj7 (Cmay7) chord
1s indicated in interval notation. This is shown because if we wanted to connect the IIm7 V7 line to another

progression or add another idea, it’s important to know the starting note (interval) of the next idea for it to
connect smoothly. |
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The lines in the “Bebop Bible” are written as straight 8th notes for easy reading but to play the ideas ina “bop”
swing fashion the 8th notes should be phrased like this:

M=

Here are some tips for you to think about as you go through the book.
Learn small sections at a time, maybe 4 or 8 notes.

. Play slowly to ensure correct programming of motor skills.

. Transpose the ideas to all keys.

Learn the ideas in different octaves.

Practice singing the lines away from your instrument.

. Tape the chord changes and play the ideas against them.
Experiment with breaking up the lines rhythmically.

I e o e

. Incorporate the ideas into your playing immediately.



MAJOR IDEAS

Starting on the Root




MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the Root




MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 3rd




MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 3rd
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MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 5th
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MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 5th
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MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 6th or 13th




MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 7th




MAJOR IDEAS
Starting on the 2nd or 9th




MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the Root
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MINOR IDEAS

Starting on the Root




MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the b3rd
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Starting on the b3rd
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MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the 4th or 11th
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MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the 5th
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MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the 5th
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MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the 6th or 13th

MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the b7th




MINOR IDEAS
Starting on the 2nd or 9th
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DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the Root
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DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the 3rd

Q-7 G G7

%
— a1 | — ] o 0~ 7 1 1 | 11 ey 1

1-"___-—-—I-‘--__———_I-______-—- A A
Faw W 4 IR " B ™= N R UV £ D A R e AR T N e A T P Y A T B
= A ... EE B R R A SRR T RN AN B

Q7 @) c.1@H)

b o VR b

—eannilll ’ : ”
L] 1 ] A O | ¢ | 11 F { t M 1 1 1 ] F & ||
g ] e 7 | & ] ¥y | 4 ' 4 ] L J ! & 1 3 1 {1 [ ]|
- 1 J & 1 {1 & 1. . * | (g \ "y ey |1 & 1 g ] ] ]
] 1 & —I-____l-—':._-_:_—-l

|

G7(ak) G (al.) G1(ak)

b

’ -‘
Yy { I { | ] [{ ¥ ___"_-l—f_‘-_—-f"-l
o & | 1 1 ]l |] a ] & ] @} | 4 I I W7 iy J ] a4 e PN |
T AN R e e Y MO N SRR A AN - N A" D A R N R P LA N - X A A D A P
-——.-———- —I--""_-_—“'-l

T IR S

G- 1(aH} C.7(alt) a1(aH)

L 1 U4 .—-h_?‘—l—'_'_d-- «suNN RS N - AY AN
e & 1 sy 1l e & | e g [ | T W Tl T T 1 & — ]
e 1 ! J o Yl | \ v D& 1 11 1, v g gy 1
el e el L WA &4 ) | VY I WNg v

’

G (aH.) G;I(a-lt-) (1 (i)
__.-‘-

_-—:..--———--- L e [ e T — |
gt | A4 1 | & t] g1l T J T I Jd1 | I gwees L | | 1 ] I
et L vy JbDg Il 4 leagve 1 | ® D& 11 1 1 | v neg J ] I
SR U I -0 . A M T AR T RSN UTIUSINE W NS NS WY SR,y Ima

‘-—/

G (aHt) CT (alt.) oA (alt)

-ﬂ'&_l———_—_l_’“" A SN O SR R
ENL” . ) A s B b, N B A S B SO B T e . PR N DR A AR IR N N Y I A I

et L1 1 oy, 11V & dlad | F T[T TP g Ve WY &1
el W g 1 Y v Yy & o g 1T 1] -

b

Q.7 (alt.) Gt} G(aw.)

AT T Y . - -_—.‘—-—_-l_--l-m“-_— I B . A B
——rl . MV g Y i 0 1 1 1 @ —+ 17T 34 4171 & 1T 1T
B N N "4 A R N T A SR B R TR et B e e e SR N
M N "2 LA S B I et 1 0 1 00O D D S

—

=3/




DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the 5th
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Starting on the 5th




DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the b7th
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DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the 6th or 13th

DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the 2nd or 9th




DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the b5th
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Starting on the #5th
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DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the b9th

Q7 (aif.)

-

b . GG 7(alt.)
1 NS B A S A U P S o e S T B :
!l! - —— -'" l-rl';_'E:
DOMINANT 7th IDEAS
Starting on the #9th
G1 @H) g7 @) G (@4
n ﬂ — - H — — T
7 @) b(;.')?'lt) i~ bG-?(Elt) b
T 73\ 3 .
e %U-ULHH
b
G7 @) o (alk G @)
; b :i-pl .h-l — | b 4 ' — T T
S ke (09 b s (pve 4ta +
G’ (3"-b) ' G (@it) # G7(@t)
é= : "'.E"“Il h . : b “h — 1 EbE ::i;




IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord

The following IIm7 V7 Imaj7 ideas are in groups of threes because they utilize a common IIm7 chord idea.
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IIm7 V7 Ima;7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imay7
- Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Ima;7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord

D7 G1latt C Ma;.1
/\

1 1 1 @i =& t [ a1 | | 4 &1 g | 14 y y ¢+ o 1 & | 1 !
8 A 1 1 11 | 0y " s o 1 1 T 1 T 1 Y T ] 1 1 1 X\ 3 y ] i
N R A T = I U AR P _m_-"__r;#w_ﬂ_y

T

31‘4

b

11T 1T 1 1 P ¥ aa e | 3  SU® | e ———
12 2~ 1 1 1+t t 1 1 1 1 T v = | & | ‘' . .4 p—w 4 ! 1 _  eem L
T 1 1 1 1 1 {11 Jv g » | T 1 1 e
‘-—wm-!—----.———_--—_:_.-—l

V| ' ) i
Roo¥

Dm7 G:"I Cl Majﬂ

e . r _ hh-—.._ /3\\ — ,
T 11 1 1 & T &1 1 11 | A O @ g e ——r—a——
- ‘' 1 1 1 1 " 4 ! 1t t & 1 { | 1 1 1 4~ ! I f _

- Roet

(alt.)

; b 7 -

.. _ | | .
1l Ll TPy . s e —————g 7 1 T )1 e by
11l I Tt rTrr"rPag i 1t r—1 1 1 o &\ 1 1 1 4 A J 1 1

W " RN te— hom—" — NN N T D BN AR NN A - X ._—-_---—-u---_
L3

T

ath

H.
/2 sl o >

- - e ... el
Ll Ll [ YN | rvroe 4 | Je°° 4 [ 11 I J & -~ el
I -"—_-_ b rmerm el e sr————] F o d | jl8 & i

5 1h



IIm7 V7 Imaj7
Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 4th or 11th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 4th or 11th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 4th or 11th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 6th or 13th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 6th or 13th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the 1Im7 chord
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 2nd or 9th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the Root of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the b3rd of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 4th or 11th of the IIm7 chord
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Starting on the 5th of the 1Im7 chord
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Starting on the 6th or 13th of the IIm7 chord
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TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the Root of the Imaj7 chord
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TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the 5th of the Imaj7 chord
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" TURNAROUNDS
Starting on the 5th of the Imaj7 chord




IDEA SUBSTITUTION CHART
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